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   In Washington, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, a watchdog
agency, expressed alarm at the bombings.
   
   A July 13 statement quoted commission chairman Leonard Leo as saying the Iraqi
government “must apprehend and punish the perpetrators of this violence and must ensure that
civilian property and lives, particularly of its most vulnerable citizens, are protected.”
   
   The commission said Iraq’s small Christian community has been particularly vulnerable to
violence because it does not have militia or tribal structures to protect itself and does not
receive adequate official protection.
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